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allow the Prussians to meddle in Spain. To him. it would
spell the encirclement of France. King William, agreed with
Prince Leopold, as did most of the Hohenzollerns. The
Spanish affair was pregnant with dangerous possibilities.
On the other hand, the offer should not be turned down
out of hand, for if General Prim were to follow up the
Prussian refusal by an offer to some other Royal family, it
would clearly be a setback to the growing prestige of the
Hohenzollerns. Queen Victoria declined to express an
opinion in private. Lord Clarendon strongly advised her to
keep out of the affair. He also thought Napoleon III would
be ready to take up arms.

The Prussian refusal had no effect on General Prim. Letter
after letter arrived from Spain. He grew more and more
pressing, more and more flattering in his eulogies of Hohen-
zollern princes. At last Prince Leopold accepted the offer
and King William did not stand in his way.

In France the tempest burst in full force. Napoleon III
was beside himself.

At this point Bismarck must have been a very interested
spectator. For Bismarck had secretly arranged the whole
thing. General Prim was his bribed tool. It looked as if
the scheme was going to fail on account of the prudence of
Prince Leopold; but it had worked. Bismarcik waited for
France to declare war on Prussia.

He was badly disappointed. Prince Leopold, horrified at
the possibility that he should be the cause of a major war,
withdrew his candidature. The Hohenzollerns, from King
William downwards, breathed again, as the fury of Napoleon
III cooled at the news of the Prussian withdrawal. Bismarck
had believed that once the Prussians had allowed their
Prince to put his name forward, Teuton obstinacy and pride
would stop them from relenting whatever the cost. He had
miscalculated. He would have to try again.

His opportunity came sooner than he had expected. King
William was taking his annual cure at Ems. Everybody
was happy and on holiday now the crisis was over. The
French Ambassador arrived at Ems. It was against all